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THE CARE OF THE AGED (Geriatrics). By Malford W. Thew-
lis. The C. V. Mosby Co., St. Louis, 1942. 4th edition, 589 pp.
$7.
Our aging population and the recall of the old to industry under the
needs of war call increasingly for the physician's attention to the problems of
aging. Instruction in this field must come to most practitioners through
experience supplemented by the reading of relevant material such as is pre-
sented in this book.
The appearance of a fourth edition of this volume within 25 years is
testimony of its past acceptance and of the author's interest and qualifications.
The content is well selected and shows a judicious emphasis on the various
aspects of the care of the aged. The style of presentation makes for easy
reading. Of particular interest to the student are the first two sections, com-
prising a third of the volume, devoted to "General Considerations" and
"Miscellaneous Geriatric Problems." References for collateral reading are
abundantly provided. -ARTHUR J. GEIGER.
WVAR GASES: THEIR IDENTIFICATION AND DECONTAMINATION.
By Morris B. Jacobs. Interscience Publishers, Inc., New York,
1942. xiii + 180 pp. $3.
This was designed as a working manual for war gas officers and chemists
of defense units in the United States of America; the scope is such, however,
that there are contained therein methods and technics which are likewise
useful to the research worker in this field.
A classification of the various chemical warfare agents is presented with
the physical characteristics of each. The physiological effects are stated briefly,
but adequately for the purpose of the book. The main body of the text con-
sists of a description of the action of the various gases upon such materials as
textiles, metals, food, and water supplies, with the detailed procedure for their
sampling and testing for contamination. Finally, methods of decontamination
are described, varying of course with the type of chemical agent and the
material involved.
Abundant references enhance the value of this useful book.
HENRY BUNTING.
PROBLEMS OF AGING, BIOLOGICAL AND MEDICAL ASPECTS.
Edited by E. V. Cowdry. The Williams & Wilkins Co., Baltimore,
1942. 2ndedition,972 pp. $10.
This large volume, being a compilation of contributions by more than
30 authorities in the medical, biological, and sociological fields, furnishes a
reference book of the broadest scope, whose comprehensiveness is further292 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
amplified by extensive references following each chapter. The book appears
to be unique as a source of reference and orientation for those interested in
any aspect of the problem of aging.
This second edition, while following only three years upon the first, is
claimed to have been thoroughly revised and brought up to date. Nine new
chapters by new contributors have been added. -ARTHUR J. GEIGER.
ADVANCES IN PEDIATRICS. Edited by Adolph G. DeSanctis.
Interscience Publishers, Inc., New York, 1942. ix + 306 pp. $4.50.
This book contains long reviews on toxoplasmosis by Sabin; virus diseases,
by Hodes; chemotherapy, by Carey; electroencephalography, by Brill; hem-
orrhagic disease of the newborn, by Poncher; surgical treatment of ductus
arteriosus, by Gross; premature infants, by Tow; tuberculosis, by Nelson;
and endocrinology, by Gordon. In addition there are a few short summaries
by the editor and by Pittinos.
The articles bring the subjects up to date in the manner of an authorita-
tive book rather than in the manner of the typical review with tiresome citing
of references. This means that the authors interpret the literature and do not
make the false assumption that the reader can interpret the literature from the
summary. The book will doubtless be found almost indispensable for pediatri-
cians and many general practitioners. It is surprising that so much quality
could be obtained from such diverse sources. -DANIEL C. DARROW.
WAR MEDICINE. A Symposium edited by Winfield Scott Pugh.
Philosophical Library, Inc., New York, 1942. 565 pp. $7.50.
This volume is composed of a series of reprintings, collected from various
journals during the past two years. The selection of material might have
been improved in some instances, but many excellent articles are included.
Special mention should be made of "The Treatment of War Burns" by
Wakeley, "The Treatment of War Wounds of the Brain" by Horrax, "Blast
and Concussion in the Present War" by Fulton, "War Wounds and Com-
pound Fractures" by Orr. There are eight articles on injury to the chest
and its contents. A special section on Aviation and Naval Medicine includes
several excellent articles. The final section on General Medicine covers a
wide range, from nutrition to "painful feet."
The book serves the purpose of making readily available a series of
articles originally published in many journals. It could have been improved
by more rigid selection of material, by less overlapping of subject matter, and
by a more complete coverage of the entire field; typographical errors are not
infrequent. W. J. GERMAN.